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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/028,052 


Applicant(8) ' 

FLOYD ET Al 


Examiner 

I 

MaiK tasnoo, rn.u. 


Art Unit 
1732 





Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHfS) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

- W NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this' communication 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. S 133) 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months afler the nralling date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). ' 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communicatlon(s) filed on 31 March 2004 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-finai. 

3)n Since this application is In condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

: ..-4)p Claim(s) 1-35 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above daim(s) MaM35 Is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) M Clalm(s) 1-33 is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement; 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification Is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing stieet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orfomi PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 2) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
. a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority doctiments have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachnient(s) 



1 ) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/OS) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) ' 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date yar. 6) □ Other: . 
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DETAIUD ACTION 
Eiectuin/Restrictia/ts 

Applicant's election with traverse of claims 1-33. claim group I, in the reply filed on 3I-MAR-2D04 is acknowledged. The 
traversal is substantially on the grDund(s) that the instantly claimed method is broadly written and encompasses both thermosetting 
resins and thermoplastic materials. This is not found persuasive because applicant's disclosure does not mention any prior knowledge 
regarding the use of thermosetting resins or cross-linking a polymer after it has exited a die during the production of a muhilayer 
Bxtrudate. Since the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, the instant method claims cannot be read upon subject matter 
which applicant has not disclosed or described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor(s), at the time thB"applicatinn was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

The rEquirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL 

Claims 34-35 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR l,l4Z(b), as being drawn to a nonelected claim 
grouping, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) requirement In the 
reply filed on 3I-MAR-2DD4. 

Method claims, either amended or new, that are cammensurate in scope (ie. substantially including all the limitations thereof 
with minor changes of terminology) with the allowed apparatus claims (see below) would be considered to be rejoined with the elected 
claims of group I. 

Information Disc/asure Statement 
The information disclosure statements filed I2-FEB-Z0D2 and I9-MAR-ZDD3 comply with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. 1.38 
, and MPEP § 609. Accordingly, they have been placed in the application file and the information referred to therein has been 
considered as to tiie merits. 
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Aliawabk Subject MattBr 

Claims 1-33 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Regarding claims 1-32: The prior art of record does not teach or render obvious the instantly claims extrusion apparatus, as a whole, 
comprising an interleaving block as claimed with a die portion having a laminate chamber having an output disposed at one end of the 
height dimension, and wherein the laminate chamber is perpendicular to the chambers in the interleaving block. It is noted that 
Murakami (US Pat. 4,BB9,9B5) appear to substantially meet ail the instant limitations except for the laminate chamber having an 
output disposed at one end of the height dimension thereof. No motivation is taught by the prior art of record to make such change in 
the apparatus of Murakami. 

Reqardinfl claim 33; The prior art of record does not teach or render obvious the instantly claims extrusion apparatus, as a .whole, 
comprising an interlBaving block containing a die portion, wherein second chambers have a plurality of output spaced intermittently 
along the width of the interleaving block, and wherein the die portion has a laminate chamber perpendicular to first and second 
chambers. 

CarrespandBnce 

Any inquiry concerning this cammunication or earlier communicatiDns from the examiner siiould be directed to Mark 
Eashoo, Ph.D. whose telephone number is (571) 272-1197. The examiner can normally be reached on 7am-3pm EST. Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Michael Colaianni can be 
reached on (571) 272-1196. The fax phone number for the organization where .this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872- 
9306. 



Application/Control Number 10/028,052 
Art Unit: 1732 



Page 4 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http//pair- 
dirert.uspto.gDV. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
BBB-2I7-9I97 (toll-free). ^ . 




Mark Eashoo, Ph.D. 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1732 



14 June 2004 
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